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A Critical Review on the Legislative Notice of the Enforcement Decree of the
Serious Accident Punishment Act: Focusing on Serious Industrial Accidents

Jin-Woo Jung’
Department of Safety Engineering, Seoul National University of Science & Technology

ABSTRACT

Objectives: The purpose of the Act is to comprehensively consider the legislative notice of the Enforcement
Decree of the Serious Accidents Punishment Act for each important issue in terms of system, content, and
execution.

Methods: We examine the legislative notice of the Enforcement Decree of the Serious Accidents Punishment
Act in—depth from the perspective of the effectiveness of disaster prevention, consistency of the legal system,
and harmony with legal principles.

Results: The proposed Enforcement Decree of the Act on the Punishment of Serious Accidents hardly resolves
the uncertainties of the law, and there are many aspects that are unclear in the enforcement ordinance itself
and that do not comply with constitutional principles. As a result, it is judged that it is difficult to for it to serve
as an accident prevention standard due to its low predictability and that it will be difficult to achieve
effectiveness in accident prevention.

Conclusions: Ultimately, the law itself should be extensively reorganized in order to ensure universal and
sufficient effectiveness, including the abolition of the Serious Accidents Punishment Act. In the short term,
even the Enforcement Decree of the Act should be reorganized and supplemented in accordance with the law
and safety principles.

Key words: Serious Accident Punishment Act, constitutional principles, accident prevention standard, law and

safety principles
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