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ABSTRACT

Objectives: We analyzed the problems that work environment measurement results don't lead to workplace improvement in the
Work Environment Measurement System to propose an alternative.

Methods: We reviewed reports and articles written by the Korea Occupational Safety and Health Agency and academic circles to
identify the problems in the current Work Environment Measurement System and suggest an alternative.

Results: One of the reasons that the Work Environment Measurement has not resulted in workplace improvement is that there were
no proper regulating systems for managing the workplace improvement plans or improvement results. Moreover, there are not enough
professional manpower in ministry of labor to evaluate the improvement plans and results from the Work Environment Measurement.
Therefore, all of the workplace whose Work Environment Measurement results exceed the occupational exposure limit (OEL) should
be managed by regional ministry of labor, and outside experts and new system for verifying improvement are needed.

Conclusions: To accomplish the purpose of Work Environment Measurement, it is necessary to improve the work environment according
to the results of Work Environment Measure. For this, it is necessary for the government to manage the fulfillment of workplace
improvement plans and for measurement agencies to secure expertise.

Key words: monitoring committee, ministry of employment and labor, work environment measurement, work environment

improvement
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Table 1. The current situation of the results of work environment measurement in Korea
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Category 2014 2015 20164
Workplace for work environment measurement 60,303 60,407 65,020
o Chemicals 352(0.6%) 252(0.4%) 348(0.5%)
Over exposure limit -
Noise 8,268(13.7%) 8,150(13.5%) 8,340(12.8%)
o Chemicals” 3,945(6.54%) 3,474(5.8%) 3,668(5.6%)
Over management limit Tt
Noise 21,546(35.73% 21,368(35.4%) 22,327(34.3%)

“over 50% of exposure limit, " over 85dB(A)
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Figure 1. Flow chart for operation of the monitoring committee
for work environment measurement
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measurement
2018
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Table 3. The cases of chemical toxication in Korea

Category | 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Death 20 30 23 24 34

Injury 38 40 50 30 89

#* Excluding pneumoconiosis and occupational cancer
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